
TWICE 
 

Five poems by Emily Dickinson  

for mezzo soprano  

and piano

A l a s t a i r  S t o u t



Twice 

The Sea of Sunset - Page 1 
The Wind - Page 3 
The Soul’s Storm - Page 5 
Two Voyagers - Page 12 
Evening - Page 13 

Performance note: 
Each song is performed twice (or partially twice). Songs 1, 2, and 5 begin piano only first 
time then the singers joins the piano on the repeat. Songs number 3 ends with piano only.  

Songs 4 - Two Voyagers   
At the end of songs 3, the pianist depresses the notated chords silently and holds the 
chords with the middle pedal during song 4. While holding the middle pedal, the pianist 
stands to access the piano strings. Song 4 begins with the pianist lightly running the fleshy 
part of their finger over the piano strings up and down the approximate area of the held 
chords. All the strings should be rung, but only the notes of the held chords will sustain.  
Between the glissandi there should either be pauses, or the three high note figures can be 
plucked. After a while, the singers begins. The tempo is quite free with plenty of time 
between phrases. The piano stops playing when the singer reaches the red butterfly. The 
singer then continues unaccompanied to the end of the song. 

Total duration: approx. 12 minutes. 

First performed by Olivia Boughton and Alastair Stout at Grace Congregational Church in 
Rutland, Vermont, on September 26, 2021. 
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As m. 33 fades, silently depress chords 
in m. 34. After m. 33 has faded, release 
sustain pedal and hold m.34 with middle 
pedal. Continue to sustain with middle 
pedal until indicated in Two Voyagers.
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