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B y  A l a s t a i r  S t o u t  



1. A Ballad 
O my Love is like a red, red rose 

That’s newly sprung in June; 
O my Love is like the melody 
That’s sweetly played in tune. 

As fair art thou, my bonnie lass, 
So deep in love am I; 

And I will love thee still, my dear, 
Till a’ the seas gang dry. 

Till a’ the seas gang dry, my dear, 
And the rocks melt wi’ the sun; 

And I will love thee still, my dear, 
While the sands o’ life shall run. 

And fare thee weel, my only love! 
And fare thee weel awhile! 

And I will come again, my love, 
Though it were ten thousand mile. 

2. The Wintry West 
The wintry west extends his blast, 

And hail and rain does blaw; 
Or, the stormy north sends driving forth 

The blinding sleet and snaw: 
While tumbling brown, the burn comes down, 

And roars frae bank to brae; 
And bird and beast in covert rest, 

And pass the heartless day. 

The sweeping blast, the sky o’ercast, 
The joyless winter-day, 

Let others fear, to me more dear 
Than all the pride of May: 

The tempest’s howl, it soothes my soul, 
My griefs it seems to join; 

The leafless trees my fancy please, 
Their fate resembles mine! 

Thou Pow’r Supreme, whose mighty scheme 
These woes of mine fulfil, 

Here, firm, I rest, they must be best, 
Because they are Thy will! 

Then all I want (O, do Thou grant 
This one request of mine!) 

Since to enjoy Thou dost deny, 
Assist me to resign. 

3.  The Fall of the Leaf 
The lazy mist hangs from the brow of the hill, 

Concealing the course of the dark-winding rill; 
How languid the scenes, late so sprightly, appear! 

As Autumn to Winter resigns the pale year. 

The forests are leafless, the meadows are brown, 
And all the gay foppery of summer is flown: 

Apart let me wander, apart let me muse, 
How quick Time is flying, how keen Fate pursues! 

How long I have liv'd-but how much liv'd in vain, 
How little of life's scanty span may remain, 

What aspects old Time in his progress has worn, 
What ties cruel Fate, in my bosom has torn. 

How foolish, or worse, till our summit is gain'd! 
And downward, how weaken'd, how darken'd, how pain'd! 

Life is not worth having with all it can give- 
For something beyond it poor man sure must live. 

http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1212.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1695.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1891.html
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