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Leaves in the Winter Tree 

George Mackay Brown           Alastair Stout 

1. A Prayer of Saint Lucy - Page 1 
SSATB 

2. Between Lantern and Star - Page 3 
SATB, soprano & alto soli and organ 

3. Lux Perpetua - Page 7 
SSATBB & soprano solo 

4. Red Petals - Page 9 
SSAATTBB & soprano solo 

If the four pieces are performed together, ‘Lux Perpetua’ may be sung again  

after ‘Red Petals’ to conclude the suite. 

Total duration (with repeat): 9 minutes
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Saint	Lucy,	see	
Seven	bright	leaves	in	the	winter	tree
Seven	diamonds	shine	
In	the	deepest	darkest	mine
Seven	fish	go,	a	glimmering	shoal
Under	the	ice	of	the	North	Pole
Sweet	Saint	Lucy,	be	kind
To	us	poor	and	wintered	and	blind.
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‘Toll requiem’, said sun to earth,
As the grass got thin.
The star-wheel went, all nails and thorns,
Over mill and kirk and inn.
The old sun died. The widowed earth
Tolled a black bell.
‘Our King will return’, said root to bone,
To the skeleton tree on the hill.
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