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Between Blue Mirrors 
by Alastair Stout 

 
 

SATB, piano, violin, ocean drum 
 

Duration: c. 20 minutes 
 

The work was first performed by the Shetland Choral Society,  
directed by Ruth Sharville, in the Lerwick Town Hall, Shetland, in May 1999.  

The work was given its London Premiere by the Harrow Choral Society, 
directed by Simon Williams, in November, 2004. 

The work was given its North American premier by the Pittsburgh Compline  
Choir, directed by the composer, in St Andrews Episcopal Church,  

Highland Park, PA, in June, 2010. 
 
 
 

“...Between Blue Mirrors is eclectic and restless, yet a fully integrated 
composition which speaks with musical authority...” 

The Shetland Times (May, 1999) 
 
  
 
 

Between Blue Mirrors, a musical celebration of the sea, ships and sailors, is a setting of a 
dramatic text by Jonathan Lennie. The work was commissioned by the Shetland Choral 
Society for a concert given during the Cutty Sark Tall Ship’s Race, which came to the UK’s 
most northerly group of islands in May 1999. 
The work is scored for SATB, piano; violin and ocean drum and follows a Tall Ship battling 
with flowing streams and raging storms and navigating calm, mysterious waters. The sea 
and its nature are vividly depicted from sea gulls and salt spray to corals and, fathoms down 
through swirling currents, the dark depths and secrets of the ocean floor.  
After the central point of the work, ‘A ship’s bell tolls the missing hours of vanished souls’, 
Lennie weaves together previous images forming a surreal, fantastic seascape. A collage of 
the main musical themes accompanies this fragmented memory until the dream ship’s mast 
impales the very sky itself and is dragged over the blue horizon into the ‘sea’ of the cosmos. 
As the work ends, the listener is audibly ‘dusted in carbon of slow-burning stars’, which 
fades like the quiet hush of the ebbing tide over pebbles. 
 
 
 
Performance notes: 

• Throughout figures A-B and AA-BB the following notation is used: 

 
• In measure 158 the piano trills the notes freely. 
• The violin should play off-stage. If unavailable, the piano takes the violin’s notes. 
• Experiment with the placement of the ocean drum – it should be played with a 

distant, uneven roll. 
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