
AMARANTHINE
VOICES

STRING QUARTET NO. 2

ALASTAIR  STOUT

Allegro spiritoso
Lento

Allegro ritmico
Adagio

Amaranthine Voices was commissioned by Michael Galloway in 
loving memory of Katherine Helen Galloway, born Ayr 18th 
October 1905, died York 18th September 1986 and Barrington 
Michael Galloway, born Glasgow 13th June 1909, died Sydney 
19th June 1991 who were married 3rd June 1933 and of Joy 
Galloway, born Lismore 23rd May 1912, died Sydney 4th April 
1999 who married Barrington Michael Galloway 15th January 
1988.

The work was written between January and May 2000, and first 
performed on the 28th June, 2000, by Marcus Barcham-Stevens 
(1st Violin), Emily Davies (2nd Violin), Reiad Chiba (Viola) and 
Clare O’Connell (‘Cello) members of Chroma, at Wesley’s Chapel, 
London.

‘Amaranthine’: everlasting, unfaded, unfading, (imaginary 
unfading flower - Oxford English Dictionary). The work is based 
on melodies taken from my first string quartet. These are 
constantly developed and re-interpreted throughout the work, 
and blossom into a diversity of harmonic colour and texture.

Scores, parts and a recording of the first performance are 
available from the composer. The work is registered with the PRS 
and is © COPYRIGHT, 2000, by Alastair Stout.
Durations (approx.): Allegro spiritoso - 5.40 minutes; Lento - 
11.00 minutes; Allegro ritmico - 7.40 minutes; Adagio - 9.00 
minutes (Total: approx. 34 minutes)



Performance notes:
Dotted slurs and bracketed notes imply no re-attack of the notes.

Grace notes occur before the beat unless otherwise stated in the 
part.

There are two types of glissando:
1) ‘Long’ glissando which take place over the whole duration of 
the given note, notated by a long line between both notes.
2) ‘Short’ glissando which take place just before the given note, 
notated by a short line before the second note.

Where glissando occur between a sequence of notes, the sound 
should be continuous and smooth, the notes not being re-
attacked.

All tremolo are to be played as fast as possible without measure.

Jete - bow to be bounced off the strings.
Risvegliato - ‘awakened’
Lontano - ‘distant’
Uguale - ‘equal’

A circle above a note indicates a natural harmonic.

There should be no break between movements one and two and 
movements three and four.
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